
s the clim
ate crisis grow

s ever m
ore urgent, 

there has been increased focus on w
ho is to 

blam
e. Big nam

e environm
entalists, including 

D
avid A

ttenborough and Jane G
oodall, have been 

highlighting population expansion as a m
ajor cause 

of clim
ate breakdow

n. 
The im

plicit racism
 in the population expansion argum

ent lies 
in the fact that populations are grow

ing m
ost rapidly in the global 

south, and therefore the suggestion is that they m
ust control this 

rapid grow
th. 

But places w
here population has been grow

ing m
ost rapidly 

have also seen their carbon em
issions grow

ing at a slow
er rate 

than in countries that have a m
uch low

er rate of population 
grow

th, such as the U
K

. 

Betw
een 1980

 and 20
0

5, 18.5%
 

of the w
orld’s population grow

th 
w

as in sub-Saharan A
frica, but 

only 2.4%
 of the grow

th in C
O

2 . By 
contrast, 

N
orth A

m
erica contributed 4%

 of the 
extra global population, but 14%

 of extra em
issions. 

The num
bers are startling. O

ne sixth of the w
orld’s population 

produces no significant em
issions. W

hen aggregated by incom
e, the 

richest half em
it 86%

 of global C
O

2  em
issions. The bottom

 half only 
14%

. 
The very poorest countries, hom

e to 9%
 of the global 

population, are responsible for just 0.5%
. C

learly, this is not an 
issue of population grow

th: individuals in the developed global 
north produce considerably m

ore em
issions than those in the 

underdeveloped global south. 
The richest 10

%
 of the global population are responsible for 49%

 
of C

O
2  em

issions. [see chart, right] 
In the face of such disparity, our efforts are best placed in 

F
alf of global w

arm
ing since 

the industrial revolution has 
happened in the last 25 years 
– since the first U

N
 C

lim
ate 

C
hange C

onferences m
et in 

1995. They m
eet, they talk, 

they fail to agree, and the crisis 
not only gets w

orse, it gets 
w

orse faster.
The reason is sim

ple. The 
political elite represents the econom

ic elite, and 
capitalism

 is hard-w
ired for grow

th. 
A

longside this, a new
 generation of far right 

leaders are peddling nationalism
 and racism

. 
They are blam

ing m
inorities – m

igrants, 
M

uslim
s, Rom

a, others – for the social crisis. 
Behind the racism

, they back the billionaires and 
big business. They are clim

ate change deniers, or 
they just don’t care. 

In their shadow
s are the fascist street thugs 

– people full of hate w
ho w

ant licence to beat 
up M

uslim
s, or fem

inists, or LG
BT couples, or 

anyone else w
ho doesn’t fit the profile of the 

w
hite m

aster race. 
C

reeping fascism
 is the politics of despair. 

It grow
s w

here people are ground dow
n and 

im
poverished, but see no effective w

ay of hitting 
back. 

Benefit cuts, low
 w

ages, shit jobs, and bullying 
supervisors m

ake people angry. Rip off 
rents for tiny flats m

ake people angry. 
D

irty streets, run dow
n hospitals, and 

underfunded colleges m
ake people angry.

The Tories blam
e the m

igrants. 
But your real enem

ies don’t arrive by 
lifeboat – they arrive in private jets. 

To fight clim
ate catastrophe, 

corporate pow
er, and creeping 

fascism
, w

e have to unite against the 
system

. 
Single issue cam

paigns are 
im

portant, but not enough. A
ll 

the m
ajor issues – from

 the 
clim

ate crisis to the rise of the 
far right – are linked. 

The Labour Party is 
too focused on elections, 
Parliam

ent, and internal 
w

rangling. W
e need a joined-

up netw
ork that fights on 

every issue and w
hose aim

 
is total system

 change. Som
e things can be 

done through political parties and Parliam
ent. 

But m
ost things need people to organise in 

w
orkplaces, colleges, schools, and estates.

The earth is on fire. The w
orld is in crisis. W

e 
need revolutionary change to save the planet, 
free hum

anity, and create a w
orld of dem

ocracy, 
equality, peace, and sustainability. 

hy has the governm
ent put clim

ate change 
cam

paigners on an “extrem
ist w

atch list”?
The police recently put out literature 

com
paring Extinction Rebellion to N

azis and 
Islam

ic terrorists. A
fter an outcry they apologised 

and retracted. The brochure from
 counter terrorism

 
police w

as intended to “recognise w
hen young people or 

adults m
ay be vulnerable to extrem

e or violent ideologies 
vulnerable to extrem

ism
”.

But the H
om

e Secretary Priti Patel said that actually 
police had m

aybe done the right thing – they have to base 
their assessm

ent on the “security of the public”. 
The reason w

hy groups like Extinction Rebellion are 
being targeted is because they are disrupting “business 
as usual”. This is w

hat the bosses hate and the police are 
there to preve nt.

 You are allow
ed to protest as long as you do so w

ithin 
the rules set by the governm

ent, and the governm
ent has 

no interest in you successfully challenging them
.

The brochure said that any young people at school 

w
ho displayed any pro-X

R radical tendencies should 
be reported to Prevent, the controversial governm

ent 
program

m
e that turns teachers into spies for the 

governm
ent. 

This is only the latest exam
ple of how

 the police target 
environm

entalists. PC
 M

ark Kennedy w
as sent under 

cover into left w
ing environm

ental groups and ended up 
in relations w

ith fem
ale activists w

ho didn’t know
 he w

as 
a cop. Those w

om
en felt violated and used. A

 couple of 
years ago it w

as revealed that the police m
aintained a 

“dom
estic extrem

ist” database of thousands of people 
w

ho had gone on dem
os or m

ade subversive com
m

ents 
on social m

edia. 
In the U

SA
 the FBI has been found out to be spying on 

environm
entalists and recording their activities to launch 

law
 suits against them

.
W

hat w
e should take from

 this is that the police are not 
prim

arily here to protect us, they are here to protect the 
rich and their businesses w

hich are destroying the planet.

organising to force the largest em
itters to change. A

s the school 
strikes have already show

n, our strength is as a collective. 
A

 good exam
ple of this has been the drive to force U

K
 

universities to divest from
 fossil fuel research and partnerships. 

So far, 79 universities have divested a total of £12bn from
 the 

fossil fuel sector. Through organising together and pressuring our 
institutions w

e are able to force through the sort of changes that 
can be felt globally.

W
hen w

e are reaching clim
ate breakdow

n and have huge 
sw

athes of the population living in poverty – charity Shelter 
estim

ated that there are 320,0
0

0
 rough sleepers in the U

K
 – w

e 
m

ust question w
hether this system

 is w
orking for the m

ajority. 
C

lim
ate breakdow

n and inequality are inextricably linked, and 
the excesses of the very richest com

e at the cost of everyone else. 
W

e w
ill only be able to tackle clim

ate change if w
e also tackle the 

injustices w
e see across the globe. 

D
on’t just fight for the clim

ate, fight for global clim
ate justice.

W
ho’s really

 responsible for
 clim

ate change?

 W
hy are the police 

treating environm
entalists

 like extrem
ists?

A
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tudents have been revolting 
as long as there have been 
students. A

nd it’s achieved 
m

uch m
ore than letting off

 
steam

 and blagging a day off
 

school – school strikes have 
changed the w

orld.
Let’s start w

ith resisting 
the racist apartheid regim

e in 
South A

frica. O
n June m

orning 
in 1976, up to 20

,0
0

0
 black 

students w
alked from

 their 
schools to protest against 
having to learn in A

frikaans – 
the language of the w

hite elite. 
Police fired into the m

arch. 
O

n the first day of protests 
alone, tens of students w

ere 
killed and em

ergency clinics 
w

ere sw
am

ped w
ith the 

w
ounded. But the m

ovem
ent 

built, learned and adapted. 

R
evolting 

      students

 w
hy You

shOuld 
 becom

E 
Black w

orkers and w
hite 

students struck in support. 
Resistance w

ent viral and 
global. This is the pivotal 
m

om
ent that built the m

ass 
m

ovem
ent that eventually 

brought dow
n apartheid.

Because kids w
ent on strike.

Fast forw
ard about a decade 

and a lot closer to hom
e – in 

1985, British school kids w
ent 

on strike against governm
ent 

attem
pts to force them

 onto 
fake “training schem

es”, 
w

orking in com
panies for a 

token am
ount of cash. 

Youth Training Schem
es had 

nothing to do w
ith training, 

and everything to do w
ith 

using school leavers for cheap 
labour. Tens of thousands 
of kids w

ent on strike. The 
governm

ent backed dow
n and 

shelved the schem
es. 

Because kids w
ent on strike.

In 20
0

3, school students 
w

alked out of lessons and 
staged dem

os to protest 
M
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20
19 w

as the hottest year on record. A
n area the size of Britain has been 

destroyed by the A
ustralian bushfires. A

 quarter of a m
illion people have 

been forced to evacuate their hom
es. A

 billion anim
als have been killed.

H
alf of global w

arm
ing since the Industrial Revolution has happened in the 

last tw
enty-five years. C

arbon em
issions are accelerating, not reducing. 

The reason is sim
ple. The system

 is hard-w
ired for profit, pow

ered by 
fossil fuel. 

This is the greatest crisis in hum
an history. The survival of the existing 

planetary eco-system
 and the hum

an societies based upon it are at stake.

C
lim

ate strikes and X
R protests have kick-started a global m

ovem
ent for 

change. But w
e need m

uch m
ore to save hum

anity and the planet. 

Contact us!
 Join us!
tim

etom
utiny.org/support-us

     
 @

Tim
etoM

utiny 
 

 Tim
etoM

utiny

against the Iraq W
ar. There 

w
ere protests in London, 

Birm
ingham

, Leeds, Sheffi
eld, 

Liverpool, Leicester, W
rexham

, 
C

am
bridge and M

ilton Keynes 
– M

ilton Keynes! Like, nothing 
ever happens in M

ilton 
Keynes, right? They resisted 
suspensions, expulsions – 
even, at tim

es, arrests. 
In 1968 in Paris, high school 

students w
ere up front and 

central in the revolts that led 

to a general strike, nearly 
bringing the governm

ent dow
n. 

’68 didn’t just shake France – it 
shook the w

orld. G
oogle it – 

crazy stuff
 granny got up to.   

In 1968 they chanted “Paris, 
London and Berlin – w

e w
ill 

fight, w
e w

ill w
in!” Today, 

it’s these places, and m
any 

m
ore – H

ong Kong, C
ape Tow

n, 
H

yderabad – resistance is 
global. 

Fight. W
in. W

orldw
ide. 

S

D
o w

e need a 
 revolution
 to save the planet?



 

n January 20
20

 the atom
ic scientists 

reset the D
oom

sday C
lock to 10

0
 seconds 

before m
idnight. Last year m

ore carbon 
w

as released into the atm
osphere than ever 

before. A
cross the w

orld clim
ate change 

deniers or politicians in the pockets of 
the energy and oil com

panies are getting 
elected. 

But it isn’t hopeless. People are fighting back. 
The 20

 Septem
ber protests in 20

19 w
ere the 

largest m
ass actions since the Iraq W

ar, and 
m

ore dem
onstrations are com

ing. Extinction 
Rebellion and the Fridays for our Future protests 
are rocking the establishm

ent. 
But the politicians favour the status quo. They 

m
ight support sm

all increm
ental steps – but 

w
ith less than a decade to stop run aw

ay global 
w

arm
ing, w

e are alm
ost out of tim

e. They are 
slow

 to act because w
e live in a global system

 
w

hich prioritises profit and m
oney above all else – 

they can’t rock the boat: they defend this system
.

A
nd there is a danger that our m

ovem
ents 

only scratch the surface. X
R dem

ands that the 
governm

ent “tells the truth”. Fine – but w
hat 

then? H
ow

 do w
e deal w

ith the fact that the 
police are already clam

ping dow
n on the protests 

and beginning to crim
inalise clim

ate activists? 
W

hat if the governm
ent continues to ignore 

student strikes? O
r patronises people w

ith lip 
service but no real action? 

If w
e accept that cause of clim

ate change 
isn’t just a series of bad decisions by bad 
people then w

e have to conclude it is caused by 
system

atic problem
s to do w

ith how
 our society 

is structured [see “W
hat capitalism

 is” on page 4]. 
O

il is burned for profit. Rain forests are 
cut dow

n for profit. Som
e people are getting 

m
ore and m

ore filthy rich the closer w
e get to 

D
oom

sday. 
It is w

orking class people, w
ho m

ake up the 
vast m

ajority of society that are in the best 
position to both stop devastating clim

ate change 
and take pow

er out of the hands of the bosses 
and their politicians. 

It w
ill be the w

orking poor of countries like 
Bangladesh that suffer the m

ost, as the rich use 
their pow

er and resources to escape. 
That is w

hy w
e are calling on w

orkers to join 
students and clim

ate activists, to take strike 
action, to stop the w

heels of industry. Then w
e 

need to take control of our econom
y, w

restle it 
aw

ay from
 the rich and pow

erful. 
That m

eans genuine econom
ic dem

ocracy, 
it m

eans planning w
hat is left of our resources. 

Students, young people and w
orkers united 

together against the 1%
. A

 force like that w
ould 

be unstoppable. 
The D

oom
sday clock is ticking closer to the 

end. N
ow

 is the tim
e for action. 

Tim
e to M

utiny!

W
e w

ant to m
ake a sim

ple point. 
D

em
onstrations and m

arches 
are im

portant. They are a protest 
against w

hat is happening. But w
e also need 

resistance. W
e need to shut things dow

n, 
disrupt, to break up the status quo. 

The school strikes and Extinction Rebellion 
are exam

ples of resistance, they are not just 
a protest. This is w

hy the pow
ers that be are 

getting scared and beginning to clam
p dow

n. 
They can handle a m

arch through central 
London. W

hat they cannot handle is m
ass 

strikes, occupations, students and w
orkers 

linking up and fighting back together.
W

hen London M
ayor Sadiq K

han said 
that the X

R occupations w
ould be shut dow

n 
because it w

as “business as usual” he m
ade it 

clear that w
hen it com

es to saving our planet 
from

 clim
ate death he is on the w

rong side of 
history.

D
uring the Berkley Free speech m

ovem
ent 

in 1964 (look it up if you haven’t heard of it) 
one of the student leaders gave this speech:

“There’s a tim
e w

hen the operation of the 
m

achine becom
es so odious, m

akes you so 
sick at heart, that you can’t take part…

 You 
can’t even passively take part. A

nd you’ve 
got to put your bodies upon the gears and 
upon the w

heels…
 upon the levers, upon all 

the apparatus, and you’ve got to m
ake it stop! 

A
nd you’ve got to indicate to the people w

ho 
run it, to the people w

ho ow
n it, that unless 

you’re free, the m
achine w

ill be prevented 
from

 w
orking at all!”

This N
ovem

ber, the Conference of Parties 
(CO

P) m
eets for the tw

enty-sixth tim
e. 

Established to im
plem

ent the U
nited N

ations 
Fram

ew
ork Convention on C

lim
ate C

hange, 
CO

P m
eets every year in a diff

erent country. 
This year it is m

eeting in G
lasgow

 on 9-19 
N

ovem
ber. 

But m
ore carbon is being put into the 

atm
osphere than ever before. CO

P is failing. 
O

ne journalist com
m

ented that CO
P25 in 

20
19 ended in a “failure”, a “disgraceful 

disappointing” conference. Every year the 
big fossil em

itters refuse to budge and peto-
chem

ical lobbyists w
ine and dine politicians 

and m
ake the case for doing nothing.

Expect protests, direct action, radical 
assem

blies and w
orkshops and a dem

and 
from

 the people to those in pow
er – w

e are 
 running out of tim

e and every year w
asted is 

 another year closer to clim
ate death.

G
et in touch and join the M

utiny in 
G

lasgow
!

ou can’t stop clim
ate change by 

buying the right – or not buying 
the w

rong – stuff. This crisis exists 
because of the w

ay the w
orld runs, 

not the choices individual people 
m

ake. A
lthough there’s a relationship 

betw
een the tw

o, the global setup is 
w

hat’s driving things. Focusing on 
individual choices lets those running the 
w

orld get on w
ith business as usual.

O
n the last large clim

ate protests, 
the m

edia reckoned they had a “gotcha” 
m

om
ent, w

hen a picture of protestors on 
their w

ay hom
e, queuing in M

cD
onalds w

ent 
viral. 

A
s if the scientific case for clim

ate change 
evaporates because you’ve snuck in a H

appy 
M

eal. Likew
ise, plastic straw

s. N
asty things 

fished out of dead sea creature. So there w
as a 

big cam
paign, and now

 m
ost places are using 

paper ones. H
urrah! 

Straw
s suck

Except plastic straw
s m

ake up about 0.0
25%

 
of the plastic w

aste in the oceans. W
hen it 

com
es to clim

ate breakdow
n, these aren’t the 

straw
s that w

ill break the cam
el’s back. That 

cam
el is already struggling under a w

orld 
econom

y that’s dependent on fossil fuels – from
 

that plastic packaging you sort through to 
transport and energy. 

H
alf the w

orld’s C
O

2  production com
es from

 
energy and heat production – or, rather, from

 the 
dependency of this on fossil fuels.

Sticking it all on the individual is an easy w
ay 

out: do your bit, and let the w
orld carry on as 

norm
al. But the w

orld isn’t sim
ply m

ade up of 
individuals putting different bits of w

aste into 
different recycling boxes. 

Even if w
e all spent half the day sifting through 

the rubbish, like an angst-ridden dung beetle, 

global em
issions w

ould continue to rise. 
The pressure on personal responsibility 

(recycle m
ore, consum

e less) instead of 
m

easures to transform
 how

 the w
orld is run, 

leaves that w
orld under the com

m
and of the 

large corporations w
ho are dependent on clim

ate 
destruction to m

ake their profits, and their 
political representatives. They’re totally happy to 

let you focus on picking through your bins, just 
so long as you don’t challenge them

. W
hy not? 

It’s a great distraction. 
The focus on individual behaviour diverts from

 
raising m

uch m
ore im

portant questions about 
our entire industrial civilisation.

Collective is effective
Let’s not kid ourselves – eating at the H

appy 
Falafel (or w

hatever) rather than M
accy D

’s, 
fine as it m

ay be, isn’t doing “our bit”. “O
ur bit” 

is to stop capitalism
 devouring the planet in its 

unending hunger for profit.
The clim

ate crisis isn’t an individual problem
 

relying on a series of individual responses: it’s a 
global crisis dem

anding collective action.
A

s critic of green capitalism
, Richard Sm

ith, 
put it: “W

e can’t shop our w
ay to sustainability, 

because the problem
s w

e face cannot be solved 
by individual choices in the m

arketplace. They 
require collective dem

ocratic control over the 
econom

y to prioritise the needs of society and 
the environm

ent.”
Solutions need to be collective. That collective 

needs to operate dem
ocratically – in the interests 

of the great m
ajority – to w

rest control from
 

the tiny m
inority w

ho benefit from
 clim

ate 
destruction. A

nd it needs to be global, to address 
the scope of the crisis.

So, if you’re hungry on the w
ay hom

e today, 
and M

cD
onald’s is the only thing open – go for 

it, w
e w

on’t tell. W
e’ve all got bigger Filet-O

-Fish 
to fry.

The crisis of the environm
ent isn’t because 

people in pow
er do dum

b things. It’s 
because of the w

ay the w
orld runs. 

Flipside is, the people in pow
er can’t fix 

things, any m
ore than a dog can m

ake an 
om

elette. It’s not because the dog w
on’t – it 

can’t. It’s not w
hat dogs are for. Though 

the m
angiest doggo is still infinitely m

ore 
lovable than D

onald Trum
p.

It’s the sam
e w

ith capitalists and planets 
as dogs and om

elettes.
It isn’t just that the politicians “aren’t 

doing anything”, it’s that they exist to serve 
an econom

ic system
 w

hich is the cause of 
the problem

 – capitalism
.

The reason capitalism
 is screw

ing the 
planet is hard-coded into the w

ay it w
orks. 

C
apitalism

 is unique because it is based on 
production for sale, not for direct use. Elon 
M

usk didn’t build a Tesla for him
self, knock 

one out for his aunty, then think, “w
hat am

 I 
going to do w

ith this extra car I’ve accidently 
built?” N

o, he built for the m
arket, and only 

for the m
arket. To exchange for m

oney. Shed 
loads of m

oney, in M
usk’s case. 

Profit is w
hat capitalism

 is all about. 
M

oney exists to m
ake m

ore m
oney, and 

w
hen it hits a lim

it, it all com
es crashing 

dow
n.

In order to keep m
aking that m

oney, 
people and planet are sacrificed: industries 
spew

 carbon into the atm
osphere; rain 

forests are cut dow
n for logging and 

farm
land; ocean fish stocks are plundered to 

the point of collapse. N
ot for need, but for 

profit. 
This isn’t because the people in charge 

are necessarily bad people – though often, 
like Trum

p and Johnson, they’re com
plete 

arseholes – but because that’s how
 

capitalism
 w

orks.
The m

arket seem
s to exist independently 

of hum
an w

ill, as a natural force, like the law
 

of gravity, rather than w
hat it really is – the 

product of hum
an activity. So, politicians tell 

us that w
e can’t reverse carbon em

issions 
because “the m

arket” w
on’t bear it – as if 

the m
arket w

ere an independent thing that 
lorded it over us all. 

W
hich is exactly w

hat it has becom
e. But 

like anything that has been m
ade by people, 

it can be unm
ade by people.

It’s not enough to change the people 
in charge: w

e need to change the w
hole 

system
 they’re in charge of.

A
nd that billionaire Elon M

usk w
e 

m
entioned? W

ell he is building a space ship 
so he and other rich friends can escape the 
planet w

hen the ice caps m
elt. But for us…

 
there w

on’t be enough space ships for us.

N
ot a role m

odel
The lem

m
ing is 

reputed to com
m

it 
m

ass suicide from
 

tim
e to tim

e, herds 
of them

 leaping 
off cliff edges into 
oblivion. It’s an 
enduring m

yth, 
though not strictly true. A

nd even m
ore 

im
portantly for us, it’s not a role m

odel. The 
cliff edge of the clim

ate em
ergency is right 

in our path. Let’s turn around and tell the 
politicians and the bosses w

e aren’t going to 
jum

p!
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w
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W
hat 

 capitalism
 is,

and w
hy 

 it’s screw
ing 

 the planet

Protest or 
 resistance?

Launched in 1947, the exact tim
e the 

D
oom

sday C
lock tells is determ

ined by 
nuclear scientists w

ho assess how
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