
the Johnson/Cummings regime in 
Britain is another. Then there is 
Orban in Hungary, Kaczynski in 
Poland, and Salvini in Italy. And 
further afield, Erdogan in Turkey, 

Modi in India, Xi Jinping 
in China, and Bolsonaro in 
Brazil. 

All these regimes promote 
nationalism, racism, 
sexism, homophobia, 
and authoritarianism. 
They attack not only 
the Left, but also liberal 
parliamentary democracy 
and the independence of the 
judiciary and the media. 
They threaten the very 
foundations of free, rational, 
intelligent debate about the 
problems facing humanity 
and the planet. 

Who do they represent? 
They offer lucrative state 
contracts to the mega-
corporations of global 

capitalism. They defend the 
privileges and property of the 
rich in a disintegrating world. 
And they play upon the despair 
of millions at the base of society 
– people in distress, people 
embittered by deprivation, but 
people atomised and confused and 
unable to fight back collectively in 
their own interest.

The crisis of the system is 
the seedbed of the new fascism. 
Economic stagnation, social 
decay, rising poverty, war and 
displacement, climate disasters, 
and now the latest killer disease 

to be spawned by globalised 
agribusiness: this world 
in crisis demands radical 
solutions. 

If we build a left that 
unites the campaigns and 

mobilises the masses in a struggle 
for revolutionary change, we offer 
a way forward. If we do not, the 

far right will fill the space 
with their own dystopian 
vision of hard borders, state 

racism, fascist pogroms, and 
detention camps.

 

Much of the paraphernalia 
of interwar fascism seems to be 
missing – above all, the marches 
and rallies of massed ranks of 
uniformed paramilitaries. But 
who needs blackshirts when 
you control the police and the 
prisons?

Across the world, far right 
regimes are peddling xenophobic 
nationalism and scapegoating 
migrants and Muslims. They 
are militarising borders, 
increasing surveillance, 
building detention camps, and 
augmenting police power. 

It takes different 
forms in different places. 
Trump’s takeover of the 
Republican Party in the 
USA is one. Brexit and 

hey said it could never 
happen again. When the 

Nazi death-camps were 
discovered at the end of 

the Second World War – where 
12 million had been murdered 
in industrialised genocide – the 
whole world was stunned that 
anything so monstrous could 
have happened.

When history repeats itself, 
it never does so exactly. Today, 
openly neo-Nazi organisations 
are usually still on the fringe. But 
they are growing.

They grow in the shadow of 
a global wave of nationalism, 
racism, and fascism. They grow in 
the context of a creeping fascism 
of suited politicians and state 
agencies. 
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Football racism
Incidents of discrimination on 
the grounds of gender, sexual 
orientation, religion and race at 
football matches  increased 

32% 
from the 2017 season to 2018, up 
from 319 to 422 incidents.

Kick It Out, February 2020

june  2020

The far right –  
  a global threat

for more coverage on  
Racism, immigration and  
many other topics go to
timetomutiny.org/blog

 www.timetomutiny.org
    @TimetoMutiny  TimetoMutiny

 global revolt from below against racism 
and police violence has transformed world 
politics since the end of May. 

This revolt, led by young activists from 
racially oppressed minorities and rooted in 
working class communities, is a direct challenge 
to the neoliberal order.

Class societies depend upon a mix of coercion 
and consent – force and fraud – to enable a 
tiny minority to enrich itself at the expense of 
everyone else. 

Neoliberalism is an especially parasitic and 
brutal form of capitalism that siphons wealth to 
the top and impoverishes the mass of working 
people – above all, racially oppressed minorities 
forced to the bottom of society. 

It therefore relies on a mix of militarised 
policing to crush dissent (coercion) and racist 
scapegoat politics to divide working people and 
persuade a section of them to support the system 
(consent). Police violence and Brexit racism are 
two sides of a Tory coin.

Our numbers and momentum – the explosion 
from below represented by Black Lives Matter 
– has pushed the enemy onto the back foot. But 
there is no such thing as a vacuum in politics. If 
the left retreats, the right advances.

The Tories, the police, and the fascists are 
determined to counter-attack. The aim is to 
smash the BLM uprising – because it is a threat 
to the system and therefore to the property and 
power of the ruling class.

The Tories are trying to drive a wedge into the 
movement with a barrage of propaganda about “a 
violent minority”, “thugs and vandals”, “far left 
infiltration”, etc. They want to divide, disorient, 
and demobilise the movement.

They are introducing fast-track kangaroo 
courts to put protestors arrested for “vandalism, 
criminal damage, or assaulting a police officer” in 
prison within 24 hours. They want to intimidate 
activists into leaving the streets for fear of arrest.

The police sent a snatch squad into the BLM 
demonstration in Hyde Park on Friday 12 June 
to arrest three climate change activists accused 
of “offences” committed last year. The also raided 
a London squat to intimidate London anti-fascist 
activists ahead of the planned demonstration on 
Saturday 13 June, seizing laptops and mobile 
phones.

A fascist threat to the BLM demonstration 
in central London on that day caused BLM 
organisers to call off the demonstration. Several 
hundred fascists turned up, battling police, 
threatening small numbers of BLM protestors. 

The right is recovering its balance and lashing 
out. It will, if it can, drive BLM off the streets.

The decision to call off the demonstration in 
central London on Saturday was a mistake – it 
allowed the fascists to mobilise and ran the risk 
of demoralising the movement. The fascists and 
far right turned out a few thousand who clearly 
felt emboldened and confident – no doubt rising 
high also on Brexit and the general racist and 
nationalist tone from the government.

However the far right demo was clearly made 
up of thugs who wanted clashes with the police 
– giving the lie to their claim they were there to 
“defend our monuments”. They specifically turned 
up to drink and fight the left (“antifa”) and the 
police.
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and has unleashed a wave of 
Islamophobic pogroms. Hindu-
fascist thugs and Indian state 
police have collaborated in attacks 
on Muslim areas, torching homes, 
businesses, and mosques, beating 
victims to death in the streets. 

The regime is building what it 
calls “detention centres” across the 
country. So far, ten are operational, 
three under construction, three 
more planned.

The “refugee camp” at Moria 
on the Greek island of Lesbos was 
built for 3,000 people, but now 
holds 19,000. There is not enough 
clean water, no electricity, and, 
for many, no shelter of any kind. 
The residents are desperately poor 
Syrian refugees in flight from war 
and poverty.

Elsewhere, Greek police are 
using tear gas, water cannon, and 

By the end of the day – despite 
the main BLM demo being called 
off – a couple of thousand people 
gathered to challenge the fascists, 
giving some of them a very strong 
lesson in why turning out on 
violent racist protests is a bad 
idea.

But we cannot allow the far 
right to sabotage our movement 
just by threatening a demo – at 
some point we will need to defend 
our right to protest, even in the 
face of far right intimidation.

We also cannot allow the police 
to use a far right mobilisation as 
justification for new draconian 
powers to limit protest. It would 
be an obscenity for the police to be 
given increased powers when the 
global demand is to abolish this 
instrument of state violence. 

We note that Labour is 
proposing to support throwing 
people in prison for ten years for 

live rounds against Syrian refugees 
at the border. Young men have 
been seized, stripped, and savagely 
beaten, before being sent back.

This is creeping fascism’s anti-
migrant frontline in Europe. Its 
control centre is Frontex, the EU’s 
border management agency, which 

holding at least a million Uighurs 
– one in ten of this Muslim 
minority group – in what it calls 
“re-education camps”.

The Hindu-chauvinist regime 
of Narendra Modi in India has 
passed a racist citizenship law, is 
reclassifying Muslims as “illegal”, 

is scrambling “a rapid border 
intervention” squad that includes 
one offshore vessel, six coastal patrol 
boats, two helicopters, one aircraft, 
three thermal-vision vehicles, and 
100 additional border guards.

The EU is also paying Libyan 
warlords to intercept migrant boats 
and incarcerate people in wire 
camps where all the toilets are 
blocked with sewage, the sick are 
left to die on filthy mattresses, and 
torture and rape by brutal guards 
are routine. 

The US system of “detention 
centres” has swelled from 7,500 
inmates per day in 1995 to 42,500 
today. The two main agencies 
involved, Customs and Border 
Protection and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, detain 
400,000 people a year. 

The vast majority – classed 

“inadmissables” by US police –  
are sent back across the Mexican 
border. Hundreds of thousands 
of people are in motion in 
Central America, most of them 
refugees from the collapse of local 
ecosystems due to climate change. 

The US state is also waging 
war on the US poor, especially if 
they are black. The US police kill 
around 900 people a year, with 
black citizens twice as likely to be 
targeted. The US holds 2.5 million 
people in prison, the highest per 
capita incarceration rate in the 
world, with black people five times 
more likely to be behind bars.

Racist laws. Fascist pogroms. 
Police violence. A growing global 
network of concentration camps, 
detention centres, and prisons. 

This is state-driven creeping 
fascism.

new Holocaust is preparing. 
Concentration camps are 
being built across the world. 
Last time, Jews were the 

main victims. This 
time, it is Muslims. 
The Chinese 
dictatorship is 
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People like to make out that you can have non-racist 
immigration controls. In our present world that is simply 
impossible. Here are some reasons why the discussion 
around immigration as a “problem” to be solved is racist 
and why immigration controls are too: 

Immigration is often rooted in a collective myth 
of cultural and national identity: the view that 
immigration to Britain only started with Windrush, 
that before there there were only white people here, 

that the nation state as it exists under capitalism has 
been the same for thousands of years, and so on. All 
this adds to the sense that immigration is new and 
destabilising.

All immigration controls are based on privileging 
the “native” inhabitants of a country against 
outsiders. This us and them distinction is drawn 

around different ethnicities.

The origins of immigration controls in Britain is rooted 
in racism. The 1905 Aliens Act specifically targeted 
Jews to prevent their entry to the UK, the laws passed 
in 1919 were nationalist laws aimed against Germans 

and the laws from the 1960s onward were designed to 
stop black and Asian commonwealth immigration. 

Points based systems privilege certain skills that 
your country might need. In a world of uneven 
power relations where whole swathes of the world 

have been systematically underdeveloped by western 
capitalism, cherry picking which foreigners you want 
whilst leaving the rest behind is a privilege of rich 
countries that is clearly racist. 

The division of the world between the imperialist 
powers and the global south is a colour division, one 
where some people enjoy a high standard of living 

whilst billions live in terrible conditions, blighted by war 
(often fought with weapons sold by the west).

Immigration controls don’t stop immigration (not 
entirely). People will still be driven to move to work 
and live in other countries in search of work, even if 

they have to do so illegally. All immigration controls do 
is make immigrant workers easier to exploit and control 
(“work for peanuts or I’ll inform the border agency”).

Even if workers managed to get into Britain on work 
visas they are then at the mercy of their bosses. Cause 

any problems for the managers at work and you might 
lose your job and then be out of the country in a couple 

of months. This leaves non-British citizens in a far more 
precarious situation.

A country like Britain, with its history of capitalism and 
racist colonialism is a central player in structuring the 
world around the needs of the imperialist world order 
that divides the world into the rich and poor. Across the 
world the poverty line is the colour line. Black and Asian 
people are far more likely to live in poverty and it is those 
people that immigration controls are designed to keep 
out. 

The 
Brexit 
effect
71% 
of BAME 
people in UK 
faced racial 
discrimination 
in 2019 
compared to

58% 
in January 
2016

Opinium 
Survey, May 
2019

Europe-wide racism
1 IN 3 
black people in Europe have 
experienced racism

4 in 10 
Jews have considered emigrating  
as they do not feel safe

European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights, June 2019

defacing war memorials.  Post-
Corbyn Labour is going back to 
its traditional role as acting in 
support for reactionary 

“law and order” legislation and 
not challenging the narrative 
from the government that the 
main problem in Britain today is 
graffiti on the Cenotaph – not the 
far greater problem is systemic 
and institutional racism. 

There must be no retreat. We 
must not let the enemy disorganise 
and divide us. We need more mass 
protests, advance fresh demands, 
and draw in wider forces. 

If our people are getting 
arrested then we demand their 
release, if the police or fascists try 
to scare us off the streets we come 
back with even bigger numbers 
and more determination. 

There is no security and no 
victory in retreat. Our strength 
is in numbers and in the forward 
momentum of our movement. 

Continued from page 1 



    The time for half measures and 
contingent concessions are past. It is long
        since time that black lives mattered

angston Hughes, in his poignant poem “Harlem”, asked, 
“What happens to a dream deferred. Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun?” Hughes wrote this long before 

Martin Luther King Jr had ever come upon the scene, to give his 
seminal address, on a dream of equality. This notion of equality 
was commonplace yet profound, one that dared America to leave 
behind its long history of slavery and Jim Crow segregation, and 
recognise African Americans within the remit of its own declaration 
of independence, free to pursue life, liberty and happiness.

As I watch the mass mobilisation of people across America and 
the world over in reaction to the horrific daylight lynching of George 
Floyd, I am at once heartened and cautious; I am cautious, because, 
we have been here before. The American civil rights movement 
of the mid-twentieth century was not the first of its kind, even if 
its magnitude and chronology would trick us into 
believing it to be a solitary beacon. The centuries of 
slave revolts, black struggle and reconstruction, were 
histories largely erased from the popular books on 
white-centred curricula; they wouldn’t want us to get 
any ideas.

George Floyd's murder1 is an event that rings all 
too familiar. In 2018, Eric Garner, a black man, died 
in the New York City after Daniel Pantaleo, a New 
York City Police Department officer, put him in a 
chokehold while arresting him. His last words, “I can’t 
breathe.” Watching the harrowing video of George 
Floyd’s last, desperate struggle, I feel caught in a perverse cycle, an 
eternal recurrence.

“One hundred years later, the Negro is still not free,” cried 
Martin Luther King Jr in his 1963 speech in Washington DC. How 
he might have wept tears of despair, to see that over half a century 
later, his dream too, has been left to fester like the rotten wound 

long left untreated by American intransigence. Police brutality is 
still a mainstay of law enforcement’s interactions with the black 
community. It is a legacy of a long, unbroken history of violence; one 
that started with chattel slavery, morphed into Jim Crow laws and 
has yet again preserved itself via the prison industrial complex. After 
the civil rights movements, braying mobs of white people lynching 
black bodies on a tree was considered somewhat less acceptable, 

so this monopoly of violence was transferred to the 
state, where police officers were granted the role of 
keeping black people in their place, and reminding 
them that what liberty they believed they’d won, was 
always at the mercy of white enforcement.

The system of white supremacy has helped to 
retrench the separation of white working classes 
from black working classes, and has been deployed 
by the establishment to keep these two from uniting 
to fight exploitation under the current system. It has 
never gone away, but has merely changed façades to 
hide its virulence. We have been here before. During 

Reconstruction, the twelve year period after the American Civil War, 
a politically mobilised black community “joined with white allies to 
bring the Republican Party to power, and with it a redefinition of the 
responsibilities of government.” This period was geared towards 
redressing the injustices of slavery and its legacy. However, a 
reactionary wave, not unlike the one we are currently living through, 

brought about a counter-revolution that ushered in the era of Jim 
Crow and the fresh round racial violence it spawned.

And so it stands that the groundswell of rebellion represented 
by the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s, is once more 
reversed in the wake of political regression. The momentum has 
been lost, as the interests of capital, which remain wholly intact 

and sees large segments 
of the black population as 
surplus to requirement, 
retrenches a narrative of 
“the enemy within”. White 
Americans have been given 
a false sense of security in 
an empty status predicated 
on being “not black”, 
regardless of one’s actual 

To some, Mubenga was a 
clear case of the guards’ failure 
to protect a man while in their 
custody, maintaining the restraint 
when he was clearly in great 
distress. The judge presiding 
over the case chose to exclude 
significant evidence from the 
guards’ personal mobile phones, 
exchanging racist, Islamophobic, 
homophobic and discriminatory 
messages with others. Excluding 
this evidence on the basis that it 
will prejudice the view of the jury 
ruled out the possibility that race-
based antipathy might have made 
the guards ignore Mubenga’s cries 
for help.

According to the Institute 
of Race Relations, there have 
been 34 deaths in immigration 
and removal centres since 1989; 
three women, the rest were men. 
Harmondsworth detention centre 
in West London accounts  for the 
highest number of deaths across 
the UK’s detention system.

In 2008, 49 year old Sean Rigg 
died at the entrance of Brixton 
police station in London. Rigg, a 
black man who was in the midst 
of a mental health crisis, was 
pinned to the ground. Officers 
piled on top of his defenceless 

his lap, while he cried, “I can’t 
breathe” were all acquitted of 
manslaughter – the trial ended in 
a not-guilty verdict.

He was due to be deported to 
his home country of Angola.

His wife Adrienne Makenda 
Kambana said his death has 
devastated their five children, 
aged between 3 and 19 years old 
at the time. In a statement read 
by her legal team she added “Our 
children will deeply miss him, 
they miss the fun they used to 
have with their father, especially 
Blessing [the couple’s 3-year-old], 
she never had the chance to call 
him dad – all she has is pictures 
of him.”

criminal injustice system 
continues this system of brutality.

If you’re black you are up to 
eighteen times likelier to be 
stopped and searched, charged if 

arrested and 
subjected to a 
longer prison 
sentence if 
found guilty.

To be black in 
the UK is to be 
a suspect, to be 
black in the UK 
means that you 
are distrusted 
even when you 
say you can’t 
breathe.

Black people 
account for 13% of the prison 
inmate population even though 
they only make up 3% of the UK’s 
population. Black people also 
represent 9% of deaths after police 
contact that were independently 
investigated.

According to the charity 
Inquest, 1,741 people have died 
in police custody or otherwise 
following contact with the police 
in England and Wales since 1990. 
Not a single police officer has been 
convicted in connection with these 
deaths.

An inquest jury in July 2013 
found that Jimmy was unlawfully 
killed. But in November the same 
year, the three guards who killed 
Jimmy by forcing his head into 

material circumstances. And in this way, the demonisation of black 
communities has been ignored, if not largely tolerated, and used to 
justify social exclusion and outright murder. 

Once again, we are at a juncture, where after centuries of racial 
struggle, black Americans battle for the right to life and dignity. 
As I watch the protests enter the sixth day and spread across the 
country, I feel this is a kairotic moment, a moment to finally allow 
an idea that has missed several turns, to have its time. The perfect 
storm of discontents brought about by the blatant racialised 
violence, economic destabilisation, pandemic, looming climate 
catastrophe and a far right push, has stripped white people of the 
illusion of safety afforded by racial distance, and brought the reality 
of marginalisation much closer, especially for a younger generation 
whose futures are being stolen. As many more become surplus to 
capital, the same rhetoric used to subjugate African Americans in a 
post-Jim Crow world, is turned on white Americans too.

It is unfortunate that 157 years after the emancipation 
proclamation, we are only for the first time seeing something close 
to a unified front across the different races, pushing for equality 
for black lives. What black people have endured for centuries is 
becoming a reality across the divide as the centre collapses and 
the hope of reform, which was always a wedge for future necessary 
gains, has been denied to the younger generation. In the context of 
mass unemployment and racist, repressive state violence, with no 
alternative but moving further and further to the right, the young 
(and especially the oppressed, and in this context foremost black 
Americans) find that they have nothing to lose but an orange fascist. 
In the context of this crisis, capitalism itself must be overcome, not 
improved, or we will be back here again, as we have seen so many 
times, after the dust of the initial gains settle.

This current fight for equality cannot brook minor concessions. 
Dreams of equality, long deferred, must now be allowed to explode.
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Jimmy Mubenga 

n 2010, 46 year old Jimmy 
Mubenga died in a plane on the 
runway at Heathrow Airport, 
he was suffocated to death after 
being restrained by three G4S 
detention custody officers. The 

G4S officers kept Mubenga in a 
compressed position in his seat 
for over half an hour, ignoring his 
cries that he could not breathe.

Far right politics
24%
would support a political party 
which had anti-immigrant and 
anti-Islam policies

YouGov, July 2018

body to restrain him, and instead 
of getting him the mental health 
help he needed, dumped him in 
the back of a Metropolitan Police 
van, where he was driven to 
Brixton police 
station and left 
to die in the 
caged area of the 
station’s custody 
entrance.

Despite 
ongoing 
campaigning, the 
Rigg family have 
yet to see an 
officer convicted 
for his death.

In the UK 
there is a long 
history of police using excessive 
force against black people, and 
of harassment and brutality. In 
the 1980s the situation came to a 
head with large scale rebellions 
against police brutality taking 
place across the UK’s major cities, 
in London, Birmingham and 
Liverpool, Black communities 
protested against the police 
taking advantage of the “sus 
laws”, where they had the power 
to arrest on the basis of suspicion.

Despite changing laws and 
police reforms, racism in the 

Sean Rigg

i

Once again, we are 
at a juncture, where 
after centuries 
of racial struggle, 
black Americans 
battle for the right 
to life and dignity


